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first Boer war, believed that Britain would not persevere.
But now Britain felt that more was at stake. After a series
of reverses (December, 1899) the Government at home
saw that serious measures must be taken, and in consequence
fresh troops were poured out, including colonial contingents
of volunteers from Canada and Australia and New Zealand.
Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener were sent to direct opera-
tions. As a result, by February, 1900, Kimberley and
Ladysmith were relieved, Pretoria was captured in June, and
the Orange Free State and the Transvaal declared annexed.
For two years the Boers continued to fight, but at length
they gave up the hopeless struggle and peace was signed in
June, 1902, at Vereeniging.

The British Government may be said to have done its
a- best to allay the anger and bitterness left by the war. The
Dutch language was to be used in schools and in the law
Republics courts> rj^ natjve question was to be decided by the States,
and as it turned out, the two Boer States both refused to
enfranchise their native populations. Self-government was
promised for the future. Five million pounds were spent on
helping the Boer farmers to return to their homesteads, and
forty millions lent to develop the countries. Actually, in
less than five years, the promise made in the peace treaty
was fulfilled, and self-government was given in 1906.

A few more years passed, and then the dreams of Kriiger
sew- and Rhodes were fulfilled, for South Africa decided on
federation. In 1909 the provinces of the Cape, Natal, Orange
River, and Transvaal united to form the Union of South
Afrf   Africa, and the first united Parliament met in 1910.   The
(1909) first Prime Minister was Botha, one of the Boer generals
who had fought hardest against the British.    Federation
actually gave much power to the Boers, who preponderate
in numbers over the British settlers, but the Union itself
remains part of the British Empire.   The Statute of West-
minster (p.   961)  gave  it  absolute  self-government  and
" dominion status ".